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HE use of lie.detectars.is

to be-gxamined in a.new.,
op-len the- |,
eftectiveness of positive yet-

top-level inquiry into
ting procedures. .
Senior Government sourcés
confirmed Jast night that lie-
detgctors, er polygraphs _.as”

they ere knéwvn pfficially, woild>

be one subject in. an investigEn
tior hy the Security Comumissibm

followiing recent breaks™ of°
security. .
The study was ordered by
Mrs Thatcher - earlier this
month following  the case of
Geoffrey Prime, who §
jailed after admitting  sell-

ing secrets to the Russians,
and the resignation of Com-
mander Trestrail, the Queen's
bodyguard after his rclation-
ship with a male prostitute
was revealed.

Both men had been positively
vetted-—Prime on four occasions
—— but Commander Trestrail's
homosexual activities were not
revealed, neither was Prime’s
inadequacy which led
eventually to his arrest and un--
masking as a Soviet spy.-

There has been growing

criticiste in Parliament of the that it required *thorough in-, The

procedure,-

positive  velting

Approved For Release 2007/12/14 : CIA-RDP96B01172R000300030011-4

T 7 ae Bev e

ctor

* " By Qur Political -
Correspondent

i
.

under which the backgrounds
are . checked of people with
Fccess to classified information
or involved’in the protection of
senior Fnblic “figures.  Many
MPs believe the Government
must now iake urgent steps to
tighten up vetting procedures.

Until now, Ministers, inelud-
ing Mrs Thatcher, have been
sceptical of the value of lie
detector tests. But they are
widely used in the United
States, and American Security -
experts i TS ~country -affer-
the major’ breach - involvimg -
Primeo at the Government Comn=
spunications ~Headquarters &t~
Cheltenham are known' to “Ba~

wressing strongly for them V5"

be introduced heré& .

In his report last week on
the Trestrail - affair, ‘Lord
Bridge, head of the Security-
Commission, referred 1q. .the,

A TR it i
; @ ' . o
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TP et

Dbackbenchers have signed .g
Commons motion tahled -
Mr David Gilroy Bevag, Con-
servative MP for Birmingham,

Yardley, calling for anurgents
investigation into the use of e

detsctors; .. -, L.
Lie: detectors work by indj-
cating sudden.changes’in phlse
rate, respiration and moisture
on the skin, all of which may
change spontaneously if a sub-
Ject 1s consciously lying. The
changes ave measured by clec-
trodes attached to the skin.

The electrodes feed éleclrical-‘

signals to a_machine, which
draws wavy lines, each repre-
senting one of the features
being measured,

The lines nocrmally ripple
along with small variations but
will peak if a lie is told or con-
ditions change.

Considerable skill is needed in
the interpretation of the
graphs. If, for example, the sub-
Ject is physically uncomfortable
this also will be indicated by
peaking, . :

\

use of le detectors in positiﬁa,}secret sur_veillance :

vetting interviews> He said
vestigation” which was beyond
the scope of his inquiry.

Lord Bridge said he had

looked at research into the use

of the lie detector which had

revealed a strong conflict of

opinton,

Ie added: *These factors
alone seem to me to raise
questions as to whether the
polygraph could properly be
used in the conduct ~f PV in-

terviews which could only be

resolved after very much fuller
consideration.”

- Government sources made
clear last night that the latest
Security Commission inquiry
would be concentrating on posi-
tive vetting, and the use of lie
detectors would be looked at
by Lord Bridge and his col-

leagues.

At least 15 Conservative

tightening up positive vetting
would be to have “random and
covert ® surveillance of the sub-
ject's private life.

But as Lord Bridge pointed
out, this would add enormously
to the cost of positive vetting
and would be “strongly resented
by most public servants. as an
unjustifiable invasion. of their
privacy.” :

Although Ministers were in-
sisting that mno decision - has
been taken on lie- detectors,
and that, on balance, they were
against the idea, there is a
growing view that they must
at least be looked at again.

It is felt there is now such
concern about British positive
vetting procedures, both here
and in the United States,” that
all measures wmust be con-
sidered.

other vpossibility. for :
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Headquarters, Cheltenham,

where Geoffrey Prime worked
before being jailed for spying
for Russia. .

? . Prime, who is in Long Lartin
*> maximum

security prison in
Worcestershire, - is understosd
to have been questioned about
=Mr Brockway. » ’

Mr Brockway, father of two,
was fourd hanged at his home
half & mile .from the head-
quarters . on  Thufsday, He is
known to have. been depressed.

He moved to the head-
quarters from’ anpther. GCEQ
lxstemn% post” at “Irton Moor,
Yorks, last March. .

., No positive link between the
‘dead man' and Prime has been
found, it is believed.

Twelve days after Prime was
charged -with spynﬁ in July,
another senior GCHQ officer,
-Mr. Jack Wolfenden, 56, a tele-
communications engineer, died
when his powered glider
crashed into a hillside. At an
inquest a verdict of accidental
death was returned.

Two trials open
' tomorrow

On what fis thought to -be a
unique occasion, two, separate
.Official Secrets Act cases are to

start, in one day at the Old

Bailey. o

Just three weeks after the
‘Prime case, Rhona. Ritchie, 29,

a diplomat from Airdrie in
Lanark is due to appear
‘tomorrow charged under Section’
- Two of the Act that on or about,
'November 28 last year while
serving in ‘the British Embassy
in Tel Aviv shé communicated

information to an unauthorised
person, an Egyptian diplomat
Refaat El-Ansary. - .

Professor Hugh Hambleton
60, from Quebec, is charged
under Section One that, while
working with Nato in Paris be-
tween 1956 to 1961, he com-
municated information calcu-
lated to be directly or indirectly
useful to an enemy.




